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STATUTES 
 

Adopted by the formative Congress on 13th April 1973 in Brussels – last amended by the 

extraordinary Congress on 6th of April 2024 in Brussels 
 

 

Title I: LEGAL FORM - NAME - REGISTERED OFFICE - OBJECT - TERM 
 

 

Article 1: Name and form 

 

The Association shall take the form of an International Non-Profit Association. 

 

Its name shall be "UNION DES FEDERALISTES EUROPEENS", in abbreviated form "U.E.F.", or "UNIE VAN 

EUROPESE FEDERALISTEN" or "UNION OF EUROPEAN FEDERALISTS". 

The full or abbreviated names may be used interchangeably.  

 

 

Article 2. Registered office 

 

The registered office shall be in Brussels, Région de Bruxelles Capitale. 

 

 

Article 3. Disinterested purpose and object 

 

The disinterested aims of the International Association are: 

• to work for the creation of a European Federation, endowed with supranational institutions with limited 

but real sovereign powers, consisting of: 

• a Federal Government, 

• a Parliament elected by direct universal suffrage, 

• a Federal Senate representing Member States and possibly the Regions, 

• a Court of Justice, 

and bound to guarantee basic liberties, including the right of opposition and to ensure the maximum  

participation of citizens at all levels of government; 

• to support and to settle the engagement of the citizens of the Union; 

• to promote and to protect the engagement of the citizens of the Union; 

• to bring together citizens who desire to work for the federal unity of Europe; to act as a catalyst of 

democratic forces; and to organise and stimulate public debate on the political content of European 

Federation; 

• to bring together and organise, on a Europe-wide basis, individual members of the European Movement, of 

which U.E.F. is a constituent member. 
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The policy of the U.E.F. is set out in the political declarations of its Congresses, which shall be binding and shall 

guide the members in carrying out a common purpose. 

 

The U.E.F. shall be independent of all political parties and pursue its objectives in complete freedom. 

 

In general, the International Association has full legal capacity to carry out all acts and operations which are 

directly or indirectly related to its purpose or which are of such a nature as to facilitate directly or indirectly, 

wholly or in part, the realisation of that purpose. 

 

It may acquire an interest by way of association, contribution, merger, financial intervention or otherwise in any 

company, association or enterprise whose purpose is identical, similar or related to its own or which is likely to 

promote the activities and objectives described above. 

 

It may act as administrator or liquidator in other associations. 

 

 
Article 4. Term 

 

The association is established for an undefinite period. 

 

 

Title II: MEMBERS 
 

Note: The association must be composed of a minimum of two members who may not receive any 

material benefit from the International Non-Profit Association. 

 

 

Section I: Admission 

 

 
Article 5. Members 

 

§1. Categories of members. 

1. The U.E.F. shall consist of individual members who accept its aims and Statutes and are associated through 

its Sections. Sections are the organisations formed by members on a national level. Only one Section per 

country may be accepted. Members working or having worked in the European Institutions or in international 

organisations operating at their working places may organise themselves in “Groupe Europe”, which enjoys the 

same status as a Section. 

2. In the absence of a Section, Regional and local groups, which organise themselves in accordance with 

federalist and democratic principles and in line with the aims of the U.E.F. will be endowed with transitory 

direct U.E.F. membership. Regional and local U.E.F. groups will be encouraged to set up a Section as soon as 

possible. 

3. Any individual residing in a country with no organisation of the U.E.F. may become a member provided it 

accepts its aims and statutes. 
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4. The Section have to fix a rate to be paid for membership in their remit. They have to pay for each member 

a contribution to the U.E.F., which is fixed on the base of a Finance and Contributions Order (FCO), to be 

adopted by the federal Committee on a proposal by the Executive Bureau with the majority of its component 

members. The FCO shall fix the requirements under which the delegates of a Section loses their rights to vote, 

if the Section is more than 6 months in arrear with their financial obligations 

5. Acceptance of new Sections depends on the approval of the Federal Committee on the proposal of the 

Executive Bureau after fulfilling the requirements for Sections in the Statutes and the Financial and 

Contributions Order (FCO). Organisations applying for approval as a Section are considered as Candidate 

Sections. The approval as a Section should follow only with a justified proposal earlier than one year after the 

application arrived at the Secretariat. 

6. A candidate organisation, whose application for full membership is rejected by the FC, may reapply for full 

membership at the subsequent FC. Should the second application be rejected or no second application put 

forward, the organisation’s status as a candidate organisation shall lapse automatically. 

7. If candidate organisations do not apply for full membership within two years after having been accepted as 

candidate organisation, the organisation’s status as a candidate organisation shall lapse automatically. 

 
§ 2. The association is composed of Full Members. 

 

The number of Full Members may not be less than three (3). 

 

 

Article 6. Admission procedure 

 

§ 1. Admission as a Full Member 

 

To be admitted as a Full Member, a person who meets the conditions stipulated in the previous article must 

obtain approval in accordance with Article 5, § 5 of these Statutes.  

 

 

Section II: Resignation and exclusion 

 

 
Article 7. Resignation - Exclusion 

 

1. Membership of a Section of the U.E.F. shall cease: 

a. by resignation submitted to the Secretariat taking effect on the end of the calendar year if the Executive 

Bureau decides not otherwise; 

b. after a decision following severe or repeated action against the Statutes, rules or positions of the U.E.F. 

or by causing unjustified material or immaterial damage to it. 

2.  A decision based on paragraph 1.b. is taken by the Federal Committee on a proposal of the Executive 

Bureau. On a justified appeal filed within one month after notice, the Arbitration Board takes a final decision. 

If the Executive Bureau rules out immediate measures until the meeting of the Federal Committee, the 

Arbitration Board has to confirm the immediate measures on a justified appeal, which has to be submitted by 

the Section concerned within one week. 
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3. Membership of a Section shall cease after a decision to delete the membership of a Section, which misses to 

fulfil its obligations and in the circumstances laid down in the FCO. An appeal to the Arbitration Board is only 

admissible on the base of wrong factual assumptions. 

4. Once the membership is terminated a Section can in any case only apply for new membership following the 

proceedings laid down in these Statutes and has no legal position to claim any relation to the U.E.F. 

5. An individual membership of the U.E.F. shall cease: 

a. upon death, 

b. by resignation submitted to the respective addressee in line with the respective organisations’ 

regulation, 

c. following a decision by the Federal Committee to terminate membership of a Section to which  the 

member belongs. Members of such Sections can acquire membership under the auspices of Art. 5.3 

d. by exclusion pronounced following action by a member against the Statutes, rules or positions of the 

U.E.F. or by causing unjustified material or immaterial damage to it. An exclusion of a member shall 

require a decision of its section according to the respective Statutes. The responsible body for a 

membership is the Executive Bureau. Against its decisions, the member has the right to appeal to the 

Arbitration Board. 

 

 
Article 8. Young Federalists 

 

1. Young federalists can organise themselves, in an autonomous organisation: the Young European Federalists 

(JEF). The relationship between JEF and the U.E.F. shall be determined by an agreement approved by the Federal 

Committee. 

2.  Where JEF is entitled by U.E.F. statutes to send representatives into the bodies of the U.E.F. they shall have 

the same rights and duties as the other delegates or members of the respective body. JEF lays down in its statutes 

and rules of procedure the procedure for the democratic election or appointment of their representatives. 

 

JEF members being at the same time members of the U.E.F. are eligible for positions in the U.E.F. organs 

according to the procedures applicable for ordinary U.E.F. members. 

 

 
Article 9. Membership fees 

 

Full Members pay an identical annual subscription, the amount of which is fixed by the Federal Committee.  

 

It may not exceed 10,000 euros. 

 

 

Title III: BODIES OF THE ASSOCIATION 
 

 
Article 10: Bodies of the U.E.F. 

The organs of the U.E.F. shall be: 
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• - the Congress, 

• - the Federal Committee, 

• - the Executive Bureau, 

• - the Arbitration Board, 

• - the Honorary Committee, if established in accordance with Article 2218. 

 

 
Article 11 

Each organ may delegate part or all of its powers, subject only to limitations laid down by law or by these 

Statutes. 

 

 
Article 12: The Congress 

 

1. The Congress is the highest organ of the U.E.F. and determines its policies. It shall convene every second 

calendar year since the previous Congress or for an extraordinary meeting on a decision of the Federal 

Committee taken with a two third majority. 

2. It shall be the sole organ with powers to adopt or modify the provisions of the Statutes and represents   

the total membership of the U.E.F. 

3. It shall elect the members of the Executive Bureau listed in Art. 17.1 after having decided on the number 

of the Vice-Presidents and the other Members of the Executive Bureau. 

4. It shall elect the members of the Arbitration Board. 

5. It shall elect its delegates to the Federal Committee. 

6. The Congress shall discharge the Executive Bureau of its management at the end of its term and approve 

the report and accounts referred to in these Statutes.  

 

 
Article 13: Composition of the Congress 

 

1. The Congress shall consist of: 

a. the Members of the Executive Bureau eligible to vote who are in office at the start of any 

given  conference; 

b. the delegates of the Sections comprised of one basic delegate and one additional delegate (two 

basic delegates) for each started amount of 100 members; 

c. the delegates of the JEF, comprised of one delegate for each started amount of 10 delegates in 

reference to a., b. and paragraph 2. 

 

2. No Section shall have more delegates than the double amount of the total number of delegates of the 10 

Sections that are entitled to have the lowest numbers of delegates. 

3. If, with regard to paragraph 1 and 2 the number of delegates of the Congress falls below 100 or raises above 

200 the Executive Bureau may take by a majority of its component members the decision to modify the rule 

for the number of delegates “each started amount of 100 members” in steps of 50 each way. 
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4. Members of the Executive Bureau that are not eligible to vote, members of the other organs of the U.E.F. 

and individuals invited as guests on a decision of the Executive Bureau following a registration of Sections or 

the JEF. They shall not be eligible to vote. 

 

 
Article 14: Federal Committee 

 

1. The Federal Committee is the highest organ of the U.E.F. between the Congresses. Following the general 

political orientation of the Congress. It exercises its full powers except those explicitly reserved for the 

Congress in the Statutes and the rules of the U.E.F. It shall convene at least twice each year or for an 

extraordinary meeting on the request of one fourth of the Sections. 

2. The Federal Committee shall elect an Auditing Committee of two persons at its first meeting after a 

Congress with the regular elections of the Executive Bureau. 

3.  The Federal Committee shall discharge the Executive Bureau of its management and approve the report and 

accounts referred to in Articles 16.4 and 38.3.  

 

 
Article 15. Composition 

 

1. The Federal Committee shall consist of: 

a. the Members of the Executive Bureau eligible to vote who are in office at the start of any given 

conference; 

b. the delegates of the Sections comprised of one basic delegate and one additional delegate for each 

started amount of 200 members; 

c. the delegates of the Congress comprised of one delegate for each started amount of 10 delegates in 

reference to a., b. and paragraph 2; 

d. the delegates of the JEF with an equal number of delegates with regard to paragraph 1.c. 

2. No Section shall have more delegates than the double amount of the total number of delegates of the 10 

Sections that are entitled to have the lowest numbers of delegates. 

3. If, with regard to paragraph 1 and 2 the number of delegates of the Federal Committee falls below 75 or 

raises above 150 the Executive Bureau may take by a majority of its component members the decision to 

modify the rule for the number of delegates “each started amount of 200 members” in steps of 50 each way. 

4. Members of the Executive Bureau that are not eligible to vote, members of the other organs of the U.E.F. 

and individuals invited as guests on a decision of the Executive Bureau following a registration of Sections or 

the JEF. They shall not be eligible to vote. 

5. The Federal Committee has the right to decide if the secretary-general is an employee or a volunteer. If no 

decision is taken Art. 16. 5. applies and the EB decides on the proposal of the president on the legal status of 

the secretary general. 

 

 
Article 16: Executive Bureau 
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1. The Executive Bureau shall act on the base of the political decisions of Congress and Federal Committee. It 

shall administer the UEF and shall convene at least 6 times a year and on the request of one third of its members. 

2. It shall organise the meetings of the Congress and the Federal Committee, which are convened by the 

President. 

3. It shall be answerable to the Congress in the course of the discharge procedure at the end of its term. 

4. It shall be answerable to the Federal Committee, to which it submits both the draft budget for the following 

year and a report of activities in the preceding year and shall render an account of its management during the 

preceding year together with all appropriate documentation. All accounts submitted must be audited by a 

chartered accountant. The Federal Committee is in charge mutatis mutandis with regard to paragraph 2 in the 

case of outgoing members before the end of the regular term if appropriate and no Congress is at hand. 

5. It shall confirm, on the proposal of the President, the Secretary General, who can be an employee or a 

volunteer. 

6. The legal role and position of the organs of the U.E.F. and the Executive Bureau as its main executive Body 

in particular is defined and limited by applicable law. 

7. In the performance of its tasks the Executive Bureau shall act as a college in conformity with the Statutes. It 

has the full power to undertake any action in and outside court in each and every case as required. 

8. To execute, exercise or take any decision, position or declaration of the Executive Bureau with binding 

nature for the U.E.F. and going beyond day-to-day business the President or a Vice-President and the Secretary 

General or the Treasurer or another member of the Executive Bureau as defined in Art. 16 Paragraph 1 lit. e 

are acting as official and legal representatives on behalf of the U.E.F. 

In line with the provisions of the FCO, the Executive Bureau shall settle in the Rules of Procedures general 

provision and implementing measures in order to describe and define the scope of the day to day business 

exercised  by the Secretary General and actions going beyond that scope requiring consultations with other 

members of the Executive Bureau or their consent or a formal decision of the Executive Bureau as a College 

on a case by case basis. 

Paragraph 4 is applicable mutatis mutandis for members of the Executive Bureau with special competences or 

responsibilities and the ordinary business of members. 

 

 
Article 17: Composition of the Executive Bureau 

 

1. The Executive Bureau shall consist of: 

a. the President of the UEF; 

b. not less than 2 and not more than 4 Vice-Presidents and among those not more than one 

coming from the same Section, 

c. the Treasurer and 

d. not less than 5 and not more than 10 other members and among those not more than two 

coming from the same Section. 

2.  The Secretary General attends the meetings of the Executive Bureau, but without the right to vote. 
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3. The President or a Vice President of JEF, elected by the Executive Bureau of JEF for its full term in office, 

shall be ex-officio a member of the U.E.F. Executive Bureau, who can appoint a deputy from amongst the Vice-

Presidents of JEF if necessary. 

4. The Executive Board is entitled to replace Members who do not fulfil their term for the rest of its mandate 

by appointment. The appointment has immediate effect but requires confirmation on the next possible session 

of the Federal Committee in line with the general rules. The Executive Board is entitled to appoint deputies 

for members who are temporarily not able to serve. 

5. The Secretary General of JEF is member of the Executive Board as an ex-officio-guest without the right to 

vote. 

 

 
Article 18: The Arbitration Board 

 

1. The Arbitration Board shall ensure coherent application of regulations in the U.E.F. and rule in all cases of 

conflict in the U.E.F. that fall within the remit of its statutes and rules. In specified cases, it delivers 

interpretations on justified request of the organs of the U.E.F. 

2.  A case may only be lodged with the Arbitration Board through the General Secretariat by: 

a. Organs of the U.E.F.; 

b. Organisation in the U.E.F.; 

c. Individual members of the U.E.F., and only if arbitration bodies in the Sections are neither 

existing nor competent or the recourse is exhausted. If the recourse was exhausted, an appeal of an 

individual is only admissible if it is justified with an infringement of the aims of the U.E.F. or with 

systematic arbitrariness. 

3. The Arbitration Board shall consist of seven members and elect from amongst them a chairperson and a 

vice-chairperson. Its members shall not be a member of another U.E.F. organ at the same time and not more 

than two shall come from the same Section. 

4. The Arbitration Board may only delegate its powers of investigation 

5. Each party to a dispute can challenge a member of the Arbitration Board. 

6. The Arbitration Board shall require a quorum of three members for its decisions. 

 

 
Article 19: The Honorary Committee 

 

1. The Federal Committee may decide to establish an Honorary Committee with the role to advice, support 

and promote the Association and its activities. Its members and its Chairperson shall be appointed and 

withdrawn by the Federal Committee, upon proposal of the Executive Bureau. They shall be personalities of 

European relevance from the political, economic and social world who have clearly distinguished themselves in 

the promotion of a federal Europe. 

2. In appointing the members of the Honorary Committee the Federal Committee shall ensure political, 

geographical and gender balance. Members of the Honorary Committee shall cease to be so by death, 

resignation or decision by the Federal Committee, upon proposal of the Executive Bureau. 
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3. The Chairperson of the Honorary Committee shall coordinate any activities with the President of the 

Association in advance. 

 

 
Article 20: The Secretary General 

 

1. The Secretary General shall be responsible for running the secretariat of the U.E.F. and organises its day to 

day business. The Secretary General shall in particular 

a. organize, manage and lead the Secretariat, 

b. carry out the decisions delegated by the organs of the U.E.F 

c. be responsible for corresponding with Sections; 

d. draft proposals to the organs how to exercise U.E.F.´s endeavour to assist the Sections, to give them guidance 

in terms of their statutory rights and duties and to foster the work of the U.E.F. and organisations in countries 

where no active Section exists; 

e. operate in close contact with JEF-Europe and European Movement International; 

f. organise, prepare and assist the meetings of Congress, Federal Committee and Executive Bureau including 

regulation for the admissibility of ordinary, initiative and urgent motions, the respective deadlines and other 

formalities without contradiction to the respective organs Rules of Procedure, 

g. assist the other organs to solidly fulfil their tasks, 

h. serve contacts with members, with the assistance of and through the Secretariat. 

2. The Secretary General shall sign and terminate labour contracts at least with the approval of the President 

and according to the requirements laid down in line with these Statutes. For the case of temporary or part-

time contracts modifications may be laid down. 

3.  The Secretary General shall act as a supervisor and superior to all staff members in the Secretariat. 

4. The Secretary General shall have the right to attend all meetings of the organs of the U.E.F without the right 

to vote. 

5. The Secretary General can delegate tasks, namely mentioned in paragraph 3, which are linked to the function, 

to the staff in the Secretariat General. 

6. The Secretary General must report to the President and the Treasurer on his/her activities on an ongoing 

basis. 

7. The employment contract of the secretary-general shall be explicitly limited to the assignment as secretary-

general and linked to the term of office of the president. A renomination by a new president is possible. 

 

 

Article 21: General provisions for the Organs and Principles of representation and decision-

making 
 

1. The Congress and the Federal Committee shall elect a Presidium, a credential Committee and tellers at the 

beginning of each meeting, in the case of the Federal Committee at the beginning of the first meeting after the 
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regular election of the Executive Bureau with a term until the next election. In both cases, the President takes 

the chair in order to open the meeting and to conduct the election of the Presidium. 

2. Notice of the meetings of the organs must be sent out to their members after the decision on their date 

and venue without delay, in case of the regular meetings of the Congress not later than 8 weeks and in case of 

the regular meetings of the Federal Committee not later than 6 weeks in advance. In case of extraordinary 

meetings, the decision on the date has to be taken immediately after the request. 

3. Invitations with the draft agenda and all documents at hand shall be sent out with a deadline of one week, in 

the case of the Congress and the Federal Committee of two weeks. 

4. At the beginning of a meeting, the organ shall decide on the proposed draft agenda. 

5. Rules concerning the minutes of the Organs shall be set by the Rules of Procedures of the respective organ. 

Minutes shall be communicated in due time to all the members of the respective organs and the main results 

of meetings should be accessible for all members of the organs and for the Sections as a minimum standard 

with only justified exceptions. 

6. Each organ shall set its Rules of procedure in order to implement the requirements of the Statutes and with 

regard to the principles to regulate appropriately further details necessary to serve its duties and to fulfil its 

tasks. They shall be approved and amended by a two-thirds majority of the respective organs component 

members. 

 

 
Article 22 

 

1. Office holders and delegates as members of the organs shall take their decisions on a strictly personal base 

and free from the influence of others. They have one vote each unless otherwise stated in these Statutes. Their 

personal right to vote can only be restricted by a personal limitation of the U.E.F. membership of the respective 

person or if the voting rights of all delegates of a Section are ceased or not existing. 

2. Each Section and body entitled to send delegates elects these delegates democratically in line with the 

respective Statutes together with a sufficient number of substitute delegates. If the number of substitute 

delegates is exhausted, a proxy is admissible in a way that no delegate controls more than two votes. 

3. Where the number of delegates depends directly or indirectly on the numbers of the members of the 

Sections they are calculated on the base of the number of members at the end of the second quarter before 

the start of a meeting. The Secretary General shall fix the number of each Section by the end of the first quarter 

of each year and give report to the Executive Board, which shall confirm the fixing formally on request. 

4. If a person is entitled to vote out of different functions or elected by more than one body as a delegate, the 

preference is with the ex-officio membership and with the election on the U.E.F. level. 

5. If the number of voting rights collides with delegates and substitute delegates present or a proxy, the 

preference is with the substitute delegate arrived in time against a delegate with late arrival and a proxy lapses. 

The Executive Board may regulate further details unless the organs with delegates represented do not find 

corresponding solutions in their respective Rules of Procedure. 

6. The Executive Bureau shall find with the consent of the participating organs common rules for written votes, 

electronic votes, remote meetings and hybrid meetings. 
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7. All decisions by organs of the U.E.F. shall be taken by the majority of votes cast, unless otherwise stated in 

these Statutes. For the purposes of definition there is a distinction between “votes cast”, “members taken part” 

– which includes abstentions – and “component members”, which takes only members with the right to vote 

into account. On request of 25% of the component members of an organ the decisions takes place by secret 

ballot. 

8. Article 21 paragraph 6 applies 

 

 
Article 23: Elections 

 

1. For elections there shall normally be a secret ballot. In case of only one proposal for election it shall be 

possible to elect by an open vote if no objections are expressed. 

2. Nominations of candidates shall be valid provided they are signed by 10% of delegates or at least three 

Sections. No Section may sign more nominations than the number of posts to be elected. 

3. In an election for a single post the candidate with a majority of the votes cast is elected. 

4. An election for several equal posts takes place on the basis of a single list of candidates. Every member has 

a number of votes equivalent to 2/3 of the total number posts to be elected in the respective round. The 

minimum of votes which has to be expressed is 1/3 of this total number. Paragraph 2 applies mutatis mutandis. 

5. If necessary, one or more subsequent round of votes shall take place; the candidates of the first round and 

new candidates are eligible to run. 

6. If at any time more candidates from one Section could be considered elected than allowed in Articles 

16.1 (c and e) and 17.3 and taking into account Article 21.3, respective candidates with lower number are not 

elected and for subsequent votes no candidates from the Section concerned are eligible any more. 

7. The election of delegates takes place in one round on the basis of a single list of candidates. Every member 

has a number of votes equivalent to 2/3 of the relevant number of delegates on the day of election. The 

minimum of votes which has to be expressed is 1/3 of this total number. The candidates with the highest 

numbers of votes are elected delegates, the others elected substitutes in the order of votes. In case of equal 

numbers the order is determined by an agreement of the respective candidates or by lot. 

 

 
Article 24 

 

1. The Statutes and rules of the organs of all Sections must comply with these Statutes. 

 

2. The sections are obliged to: 

a. lodge the latest valid version of their statues at the Secretariat; 

b. provide the name, postal address and a designated electronic address of the legally binding persons 

acting on their behalf and all the Members of their highest executive organ to the Secretariat, keep 

them up to date and guarantee their accuracy by the submission of protocols of the respective 

electoral; 

c. inform the Secretariat by 31 January at the latest on the number of Members they had during the 

previous. 
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d. comply with the obligations laid down in the FCO. 

 

 

 

 

Title IV: ADMINISTRATION - CONTROL 
 

 

Article 25: Composition of the Board of Directors, known as the "Executive Board" 

 

The association is administered by a board known as the "Executive Board", composed as described in these 

Articles of Association. 

 

The members of the Executive Board are appointed for the term determined by the Federal Committee or, in 

the absence of any specification, for an indefinite term. 

 

The General Meeting may terminate the term of office of any director at any time, with immediate effect and 

without cause. 

 

Retiring members of the Executive Board may be re-elected. 

 

The term of office of outgoing members of the Executive Board who are not re-elected ceases immediately after 

re-election. 

 

Any member of the Executive Board may resign by simple notification to the Executive Board. He may himself 

do whatever is necessary to make the end of his term of office effective against third parties. 

 

Any member of the Executive Board is obliged to continue to perform his duties after his resignation until such 

time as a replacement has been provided after a reasonable period. 

 

If the place of a member of the Executive Board becomes vacant before the end of his term of office, the 

remaining members of the Executive Board shall have the right to replace him as provided in these Statutes. 

 

 

Article 26: Chairmanship of the Executive Board 

 

The Executive Board shall be chaired by the President of the Association. 

 

If the Chairman is unable to act, he shall be replaced by the Vice-Chairman or, if there is no Vice-Chairman, by 

another member of the Executive Board appointed by his colleagues, or failing agreement, by the oldest member 

of the Executive Board present. 

 

 

Article 27: Convening of the Executive Board 

 

The Executive Board shall meet in accordance with the Statutes and shall be convened by the Chairman or, if 

the Chairman is unable to attend, by the Vice-Chairman or, in the absence of the Vice-Chairman or if unable to 

attend, by another member of the Executive Board designated by his colleagues. 
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Article 28: Powers of the Executive Board 

 

1. The Executive Board shall act in accordance with these Statutes. 

 

It shall take all measures necessary or useful for the realisation of the object and purpose of the association, with 

the exception of those reserved by law or these Statutes to the Federal Committee or the Congress. 

 

2 The Executive Bureau represents the association, including legal representation. 

 

3 The Executive Bureau may delegate all powers for the day-to-day management of the association and for the 

representation of the association with regard to this management, to a Secretary General who also has the 

power to delegate this management. 

 

 

Article 29. Remuneration of Directors 

 

The mandate of member of the Executive Board is exercised free of charge or remunerated in accordance with 

the conditions set out in these Statutes. 

 

 

Title IV: GENERAL MEETING 
 

 

Article 30: Composition 

 

The General Meeting is called the "Federal Committee". 

 

It is composed as indicated in these Statutes. 

 

 

Article 31: Powers 

 

The Federal Committee shall exercise the powers conferred upon it by law and by these Statutes. 

 

 

Article 32: Holding and convening 

 

An ordinary Federal Committee meeting is held each year at the registered office during the first half of the 

year. 

Federal Committee meetings are convened in accordance with these Statutes. 

 

 

Article 33: Admission to the General Meeting 

 

To be admitted to a Federal Committee and to exercise the right to vote there, a member must be a Member 

and must be entered as such in the register of members and comply with the conditions set out in these Statutes.  
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Article 34: Meetings 

 

The Federal Committee is chaired in accordance with the Statutes. 

 

 

Article 35. Deliberations 

 

The Federal Committee deliberates in accordance with the rules set out in these Statutes. 

 

 

Article 36: Minutes 

 

The minutes recording the decisions of the Federal Committee are recorded in a register kept at the registered 

office. They are signed by the Chairman of the General Meeting and the Secretary, and by any members present 

who so request, in accordance with the Statutes.  

 

 

Title V: FINANCING - FINANCIAL YEAR - INTERNAL REGULATIONS 
 

 

Article 37: Financing 

 

1. The funds of the U.E.F. shall consist of 

 a. membership subscriptions; 

b. donations, bequests and legacies; 

c. subsidies; 

d. all other resources. 

 

2. Legacies can only be accepted free from liability for debts. 

3. The Treasurer shall be accountable for management of the funds, for which he shall be answerable. Any 

decision in the Executive Bureau beyond the adopted budget lines shall not be taken against the vote of the 

Treasurer unless the respective proposal includes a balance of its financial burden. 

4. Reports of the Treasurer to other organs than the Executive Bureau must be accompanied by a report of 

the Auditing Committee. 

5. In the event of the dissolution of the Association, its funds will be transferred to a European organisation to 

be designated by the Federal Committee. 

 

 
Article 38: Financial year 

 

The financial year shall begin on the first of January and end on the thirty-first of December of each year. 

 

On the latter date, the company accounts shall be closed and the Executive Bureau shall draw up the annual 

accounts in accordance with the applicable legal provisions. The Executive Board also draws up a proposed 

budget for the following financial year. 
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The Executive Board shall submit the annual accounts for the previous financial year and the proposed budget 

for the following financial year to the Annual General Meeting. 

 

 

Article 39: Internal rules of procedure 

 

Internal rules of procedure may be drawn up by the Executive Board. Article 21.6 applies. 

 

 

Title V: DISSOLUTION - LIQUIDATION 
 

 

Article 40. Dissolution 

 

The Association may be dissolved at any time in accordance with these Statutes. 

 

 

Article 41. Liquidators 

 

In the event of the dissolution of the Association, for whatever reason and at whatever time, the Federal 

Committee shall act in accordance with these Statutes. 

 

 

Article 42. Allocation of net assets 

 

In the event of dissolution and liquidation, the Federal Committee must decide on the allocation of the 

association's assets, which must in any event be used for a disinterested purpose. 

 

This allocation is made after all debts, charges and liquidation costs have been settled or after the necessary 

amounts have been deposited for this purpose.  

 

 

Title VI: MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 

 

Article 43. General rules and transitional regulations 

 

1. These Statutes can only be amended by a two-thirds majority of members present or represented at  the 

Congress, subject to prior written notice included in the agenda for the Congress 
 

2. The U.E.F. may be dissolved by a two-thirds majority of delegates to the Congress acting on a proposal of 

the Federal Committee. All National Sections and the Groupe Europe must be given at least three months 

notice before the Congress, of the Federal Committee's proposal. 
 

3. In the case of the dissolution of the U.E.F. the Federal Committee shall take charge of its liquidation. During 

the period of liquidation these Statutes shall continue to apply as far as practicable. 
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Article 44 

 

1.These Statutes were last amended in the Extraordinary Congress held in Brussels in hybrid format 6April 2024. 

2.The amendments take immediate effect as far as possible under the applicable law. 

 

 

Article 45. Control of the association 

 

Where required by law and within the limits laid down therein, the Association shall be supervised in accordance 

with the law and these Statutes. 

 

 

Article 46. Election of domicile 

 

For the implementation of these Statutes, any member, director, commissioner or liquidator domiciled abroad 

shall elect domicile at the registered office where all communications, summonses, writs of summons and 

notifications may be validly served on him if he has not elected another domicile in Belgium vis-à-vis the 

association. 

 

 

Article 47. Jurisdiction 

 

For all disputes between the association, its members, administrators, commissioners and liquidators relating to 

the affairs of the association and the execution of these articles of association, exclusive jurisdiction is attributed 

to the courts of the registered office, unless the association expressly waives such jurisdiction. 

 

 

Article 48. General law 

 

The provisions of the Companies and Associations Code which are not lawfully derogated from shall be deemed 

to be included in these Statutes and any clauses contrary to the mandatory provisions of the Companies and 

Associations Code shall be deemed to be unwritten". 

 


